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HISTORY

Just Ask was founded in 2013 in conjunction  
with a federally funded regional task force

Initial focus was to provide awareness  
education to the community

Adopted a multi-vector approach:
- Peer-to-peer education
- Bystander empowerment

Community-tested, industry specific best  
practices which have yielded measurable results



Since its founding in 2013, the Just Ask Prevention  
Project has educated over 900 professional and  
community-based organizations in the identification,  
prevention, and response to human trafficking and  
other forms of exploitation.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Over 100 youth-led awareness campaigns

Currently educate more than 140,000 youth annually

Working in multiple states, as well as internationally in the 
Netherlands

Saved countless young people from a life of exploitation



“Safeguarding communities  
through partnership”



TRAFFICKER METHODS

SCOUT MANIPULATE TRAP

Traffickers are searching  
for young people to target.

Traffickers find teens:
· On social media
· In shopping malls
· At bus stops
· In school
· Through friends

Traffickers relate to young  
people and often times  
seem “too good to be true.”

They:

• Pretend to be boyfriends
or girlfriends

• Buy presents; treat their
intended victims very well

• Listen and act interested 
in  their lives

• Traffickers lie

Traffickers trick or control  
young people into staying in  
the lifestyle.

These methods could be:
• False love or lies
• Drugs
• Violence or threats  of

violence



Victims of human trafficking, and those that are
targeted by traffickers, can be from any race, age,
ethnicity, social or economic group, gender, sexual
orientation or level of academic achievement.



Through working in the field, the Just Ask team has 
compiled practical knowledge which has consistently 
shown the primary vulnerability or deficiency leading 
to teens and young adults being manipulated into 
trafficking scenarios is a lack of knowledge and 
awareness.  



WHAT WE DO



SCHOOL CURRICLUM AND CAMPAIGNS

• Designed by professional 
curriculum developers

• Based on actual case 
examples

• Incorporate other subject areas

• Customized to fit the needs of 
the school district

• Education, Prevention, and 
Intervention




